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LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF THE YEAR 2014

A Local Law, entitled “Town of Howard Right To Farm Law”,

' Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Howard as follows:

SECTION 1. Legislative Intent and Purpose

The Town Board of the Town of Howard recognizes farming is an essential enterprise
and an important industry which enhances the economic base, natural environment and quality of
life in the Town of Howard. The Town Board further declares that it shall be the policy of this
Town to encourage agriculture and foster understanding by all residents of the necessary day to
day operations involved in farming so as to encourage cooperation with those practices.

It is the general purpose and intent of this law to maintain and preserve the rural
traditions and character of the Town, to permit the continuation of agricultural practices, to
protect the existence and operation of farms, to encourage the initiation and expansion of farms
and agri-businesses, and to allow agricultural practices inherent to and necessary for the business
of farming to proceed and be undertaken free of unreasonable and unwarranted interference or
restriction.

SECTION 2. Definitions

“Farm” shall include livestock, dairy, poultry, furbearing animals, aquaculture, fruit,
vegetable and field crop farms, plantations, orchards, nurseries, greenhouses, or other similar
operations used primarily for the raising of agricultural or horticultural commodities.

“Farmer” shall mean any person, organization, entity, association, partnership, limited
liability company, or corporation engaged in the business of agriculture, whether for profit or
otherwise, including the cultivation of land, the raising of crops, or the raising of livestock.

“Agricultural practices” shall mean those practices necessary for the on-farm
production, preparation and marketing of agricultural commodities. Farming activities may
include, but not be limited to, activities that cause noise, dust and odors.

SECTION 3. Right-to-Farm Declaration

Farmers, as well as those employed, retained, or otherwise authorized to act on behalf of
farmers, may lawfully engage in agricultural practices within the Town of Howard at all times
and all such locations as are reasonably necessary to conduct the business of agriculture. For any
agricultural practice, in determining the reasonableness of the time, place, and methodology of
such practice, due weight and consideration shall be given to both traditional customs and




procedures in the farming industry as well as to advances resulting from increased knowledge,
research and improved technologies.

SECTION 4. Notification of Real Estate Buyers

In order to promote harmony between farmers and their neighbors, the Town of Howard
encourages land holders and/or their agents and assigns to notify prospective buyers that the
Town of Howard is a “Right to Farm” community.

SECTION 5. Severability Clause

If any part of this local law is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such
decision shall not affect the remainder of this Local Law.

SECTION 6. Repeal and Supersession

Local Law #2 for the year 1992 of the Town of Howard is hereby repealed and
superseded by this Local Law.

SECTION 7. Effective Date

This Right to Farm Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New
York Secretary of State.




(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and
strike out that which is not applicable.)

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.)

| hereby certify that the focal law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 1 of 2014 of
the JOORKRORY) (Town) (V¥R of _HOWARD was duly passed by the
TOWN BOARD on FEBRUARY 12, 2014 in accordance with the applicable

(Name of Legislative Body)
provisions of law.

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval by the Elective
Chief Executive Officer*.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the
on 20 , and was (approved)(not approved)
(Name of Legislative Body)
(repassed after disapproval) by the and was deemed duly adopted
(Elective Chief Executive Officer®)
on ZOD] , in accordance w ith the applicable provisions of law.

3. (Final adoption by referendum.)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the
on 20 , and was (approved)(not approved)

(Name of Legislative Body)

(repassed after disapproval) by the on 20
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*)

Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative
vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(annual) election held on

20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting referendum.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the
on 20 , and was (approved)(not approved)

(Name of Legislative Body)

(repassed after disapproval) by the on 20 . Such local
(Elective Chief Executive Officer*)

law was subject to permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of
20 , in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there
be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is
vested with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances.

DOS-0239-f-1 (Rev. 06/12) Page 3 of 4




5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of20_____ of
the City of having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (36)(37) of
the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting

thereon at the (special)(general) election held on 20 , became operative.

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 20 of i
the County of State of New York, having been submitted to the electors at the General Election of |
November 20 , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having

received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majority of the
qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative.

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.)
| further certify that | have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the same is a
correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in

paragraph ,__1 above. / /&
ALLEL / - Kl

Clerk of th& county legislative body, Gity-Town or Village Clerk or
officer designated by local legislative body

(Seal) pate: /3 g@/zﬂ;/ /%/ 20/Y
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